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On the Go, 

On the night ot the 8th, I said 
■ farewell to the dear ones at home 
and the "crew" who get ont the 
Evangelist from week to week. 
The instruction* left were more 
meager than usual and now I have 
the satisfaction ot seeing how the 
work will move along without 
me. A person is inclined to 
• think he ii an "indispensable ar- 
ticle" when he has had every de- 
tail of a business under his own 
eyes tor two or three years. 

Bro. Bailey, who has had 
experience in wielding the thing 
that is more mighty than the 
sword will do his part well in 
sitting in the editorial throne, 
which by the way, is a very com- 
mon affair, we think, and divid- 
ing his time between the won- 
derful "waste basket" and "doc- 
toring" what is lacking in some 
respects to tit other letters lor 
the critical reader. 
■ If all moves along well, we 
■hail in the future feel able to oc- 
casionally go out and have the 
brethren to encourage us, and we 
them in the good cause. 

Twenty-four hours of travel 
landed ue at the home of Bro. 
E. Sho waiter, in Waterloo, la. 
Alter being here, we felt much 
as the son did who never went 
from home ; after he traveled fif- 
ty miles up the river. He re- 
turned and declared if the world 
was as large the other way, it was 
a whopper. 

It is expected, I suppose, that 
I shall write something bnt I 
'hardly know what. I was.cour- 
teousiy received and eo far have 
been treated like some noted 
person, and have been well kept 
— in danger of dyspepeia indeed. 
Of course the kind brethren ex- 
pected that I would do some vis- 
iting and it seems that it is nec- 
essary and I am sure that it it 
enjoyable. It would be a great 
pleasure to me to tell all about 
this and what has happened, but 
it won Id not be eo desirable to 
those who are looking tor rea- 
soning upon temperance, right- 
eousness and judgment to come ; 
and the many loved ones who 
have kindly greeted me and oar- 
ed for me will not forget that 
they are remembered with teel- 
ings of deepest gratitude. 

The Waterloo church is the 
chief centre of the {Brethren 
•hurch of Iowa. It contains a 
•umber of substantial and influ- 
ential men, who take commenda- 
ble iuterebt in the development 


of our work, and will hold last 
tbeir profession faitbfnl te the 
end. I often think that this class 
of brethren are too often passed 
by without the recognition that 
properly belongs to them. Our 
cause depends largely upon their 
labors and support, and a ren- 
dering of the honor that is dne 
them will encourage them in the 
work which they alone are able 
to perform. 

The Waterloo church has a 
great responsibility. Here I find 
another application of scripture 
relating to those wbo are at the 
bead in ability — he shall be the 
servant ot all. This church, as 
has been said, is the chief one of 
Iowa, and the struggling sister 
churches are looking to her for 
encouragement. 

There is an immense work to 
bs done in Iowa, and if the 
means and ministers were at 
command, the Brethren church 
would soon be a power in the 
name of religion in this State. 
But then we are only crawling 
yet and we must wait awbiie to 
walk and run. 

Our brethren here are kindly 
disposed toward our great oppo- 
nents in the religious work-w- 
Germao Baptists — and excuse 
their acts and hold the mantle of 
charity over the sins that were 
committed in thrusting the Breth- 
ren off as they did. This condi- 
tion of things we are gratified to 
see. We are now a distinct re- 
ligious organization and under 
our reconstructed form the old 
church is a feeder to our church, 
in one sense, and while there 
may be some gnashing of teeth, 
yet the hel p we ought to acknowl- 
edge, their children almost always 
become members ot the Brethren 
church when there is one within 
reach, and this is encouraging. 

I have been preaching a little 
for the brethren here — both at 
Hudson and Koon churches, and 
I find it difficult to pull loose 
from the hearty invitation to be 
sociable among the brethren and 
attend to the College business 
which ib the burden of my duty. 
It is a new thing to the brethren 
to have a familiar name to come 
among them from Ashland, and 
they are generous in their hos- 
pitality. 

The interest in the College I 
found revived here when I came. 
Those who were without hopes, 
saw rays of light when the late 
transaction was reported, and 
there is now a general sentiment 
that the College can sow be pull- 
ed out and set upon the bank ot 
security. This is what we want 
and we sincerely trust that every 
one will take bold and do their 
part. 

It occasionally is said that to 
the distant parts of the Brother- 
hood, the College will be of little 
benefit. This opinion is drawn 
from a too limited study of the 
benefits to accrue from the Col- 
lege. I find here in Iowa church- 
es who want ministers, and com- 
petent ones too. Now our Col- 
lege is for the purpose of edu- 
cating those who expect to make 
the holy calling a part of their 
work of life. It may be said that 
they can be as effectually educat- 
ed in other schools. This is so, 
bnt the influences of such schools 
are antagonistic to the interests 
otonr church; and instead of 
young men being educated into 
a zealous feeling for our cause 
and a deep interest in our pros- 
perity, they lose all interest in 
the work and are virtually lost 
as workers for us. Than •nr 


principles are belittled and our 
faitb repudiated, and the young 
mind that is not confirmed in 
them is drifted from its mooring. 

We need a College and need 
it badly too, and it would coat 
ten thonsand dollars, outside of 
proper building to build up • 
school to the present standing of 
the Ashland College, 

The laat Evahoblibt is before 
me and I see that Bro. Keim is 
also out on College work. I feel 
that we are doing our duty, and 
I believe that God is with us in 
this work, and that it will win in 
the end. Bnt we do not know 
how long he will lead us in the 
wilderness yet before we cross 
over into the promised land. 

I feel that this is every body's 
canvass and any brother in the 
church who will, should do all in 
hie power to help along. Every 
one will receive bis due portion 
of honor. 

I will have more to say about 
Waterloo in the future. 

Next week I expect to visit the 
brethren at Lanark, III. I desire 
to go farther west, but I cannot 
do so now. 

A. L, Uarber. 


Development In the Divine Life. 

The epistle of St. James is the 
only book ot the New Testament 
that is of no value to religious 
controversialists. It contains no 
doctrine. It treats alone those 
questions of religion that belong 
to the practical life. It teaches 
only how to live godly, and how 
to be able to obtain heaven. 

This epistle 1b so free of allu- 
sions to doctrinal questions that 
Martin Luther called it an epistle 
of straw. He found nothing in 
it to controvert or confirm any 
o f the great questions ol doctrine 
that was then agitating the world. 
Consequently there was little 
satisfaction, for him in Study- 
ing the epistle. It did not con- 
tain what he then most needed. 
What it was to him, it is to 
every one who is wholly engaged 
in developing doctrine. 

Bnt tor development in the 
divine life, the epistle of St. 
James is very useful. It strikes 
straight to the heart of subjects 
that belong to the practical 
Christian life. Id the whole 
apostolic college there was no 
one who led a more devoted, in- 
nocent and purer life than he 
did, and he was eminently fitted 
to write as he did. It was the 
expression ot his own manner of 
lite and the statements made 
were in some respects his own 
experiences. 

He was peculiarly consecrated 
to the service of Qod, and in this 
he is an example that should be 
more prominent. What is now 
wanted is more consecration. 
There is too much folly, too 
much trivial dealing with the 
things that are solemn and 
divins. The practical features of 
Christianity should be brought 
to the front and receive the at- 
tention that ia due tbem. It is 
not only in yonder life that good 
harvests will be' gathered, bnt 
blessings will accrue to this. 
"Ye are the salt of the earth," 
says the Savior. The righteous 
preserve the earth, and the more 
righteous society is, the better is 
the community where it exists. 
Nothing is lost by leading a holy 
life and growing in grace and 
the knowledge of the truth. 
Few people fully realize the 
blessedness of a devoted life to 
Christ It is fall of comfort and 
fnll eon. enjoyment, which ia 


bidden from the eyes of the 
world. 

Development in the divine life 
should be sought by all. It is 
not only profitable in this life bnt 
eternally. 


Christianity aid Colleges. 

The heronlean efforts pat forth 
by the friends of education, -in 
the Brethren church, -to secure 
Ashland College as a denomina- 
tional school, was a strength be- 
gotten of necessity ; as it was ap- 
parent from the beginning of the 
progressive movement that the 
illiteracy of the ministry, of the 
Dunkard church, had been a prin- 
cipal cause of its failure, for a fail- 
ure it had most certainly proved 
itself in its one bnndred year's 
experience in America, by its 
policy of driving the more intel- 
ligent of its own progeny into 
other denominations for a religi- 
ous home, or inte infidelity and 
bad failed te gain a foothold of 
any consequence "in the larger 
cities, or even in the towns and 
villages, — and it was apparent 
that there oeuld be no good re- 
sulting from a reformatory move- 
ment, unless it contemplated an 
educated and supported ministry.. 

Educated and supported, and 
unsupported and illiterate are 
terms inseparably connected 
when applied to the ministry. 

A church that neglects the 
gospel ordinance to provide for 
its minister's support, so that he 
may devote hie time to his work, 
must expect its ministry to be 
illiterate and inefficient, taken as 
a whole, and a church that sup- 
ports its ministers according to 
the gospel will in time demand 
that they be educated and efficient. 

Paul's exhortation to Timothy, 
"Study to show thyself approv- 
ed, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed" applies with 
equal force to all ministers of the 
gospel from Apostolic times 
down unto the present. 

"He that preacheth the gos- 
pel," and would "live of the gos- 
pel," must by diligent application 
to his high and holy Galling, 
show himself worthy of the 
gospel. 
The church as a body, has a duty 
to perform in its mission to "bring 
light out of darkness." It should 
leave no means, consistent with 
the precepts and doctrines of 
Christ, unemployed, that can be 
utilized to fully equip the em- 
bassador of Christ for the con- 
flicts he mast expect to encount- 
er with learned skepticism, and 
all forms of doctrine antagonistic 
to true Christianity. What the 
apostles accomplished in their 
day to confound "the wisdom of 
this world" and "the oppositions 
of science, falsely so-called," by 
supernatural and extraordinary 
means, Timothy, Titus, Barna- 
bas, Mark, Lake, and others who 
lived contemporaneous with the 
Apostles, and all who have lived 
since their day, were expected to 
accomplish by diligent stud; of 
the doctrines of Christ as taught 
by the inspired Apostles, and 
the acquisition of knowledge 
and mental training necessary for 
their work. 

Wherever the above has been 
recognized by the Christian 
church it haa led to the establish- 
ment of institutions of learning 
to educate and train yonng men 
for the ministry, and afford those 
who desire an intellectual culture 
to qualify them for their chosen 
life work, and opportunity to ac- 
quire the same under religions 
influence. 


It baa become the boast of 
skeptics at the present day that 
Christianity has lost its hold up- 
on the intellect of the present 
age. 

This ia a virtual acknowledge- 
ment by the skeptic that in form- 
er ages Christianity did have a 
hold among the intelligent for 
how could that be lost which 
never existed T 

It is the purpose of this article 
to show that this boast of the 
skeptic, as tar as the United 
States is concerned, is unfounded. 

We have not the statistics at 
hand to predicate a similar state- 
ment regarding European conn- 
tries, and will therefore confine 
ourselves to the United States 
for which such statistics are 
available. 

Referring to these, as collated 
by Gen. Eaton's reports, as com- 
missioner of education, it ia 
demonstrated that the number of 
Colleges in the United States in 
1800 was twenty, and of these 
twelve were denominational and 
only eight non-denominational. 
But in 1860 the number of Col- 
leges had increased to one hun- 
dred and two, eighty-seven of 
which were denominational and 
only fifteen non-denominational. 

In 1878 the non-denomination- 
al Colleges bad increased to forty- 
one, bnt the denominational Col- 
leges had increased to two hun- 
dred and thirteen out of a total 
of three hundred and seventy-six. 

This shows that the organiza- 
tion of denominational schools 
has been five times greater nu- 
merically than that of the non- 
denominational from 1850 to 
1878. And although one-half of 
the non denominational Colleges 
above mentioned are either city, 
state, military, or agricultnral in- 
stitutions, favored with donations 
from the public treasuries, the 
property ot denominational Cot- 
leges is more than three times as 
large as that of the others. 

This report also shows that 
within a period of thirty years 
the* Evangelical churches of the 
United States have accumulated 
and set in operation ' more than 
148,000,000 for the promotion of 
the highest forms of education. 

Of the whole number of stu- 
dents 57,987 in the Universities 
and Colleges ia 1870, 81 per 
cent were ia the denominational 
Colleges. 

Later statistics show that in 
1878 the per cent m favor of the 
students in denominational Col- 
leges had increased and those of 
the non- denominational bad de- 
creased. 

The extraordinary educational 
progress which this exhibit shows 
must be credited to the ch arches. 

But the design of this article 
chiefly, is to show that the pro- 
gress which the Evangelical 
churches have made in numeri- 
cal strength and influence has 
been in relative proportion with 
the progress tbey have made in 
the establishment of institution! 
of learning of the highest grade. 

The statistics gathered by so- 
cieties of religions inquiry show 
that the number of College stu- 
dents, professedly religions and 
connected with Evangelical 
churches, haa relatively Increas- 
ed since 1880. In that year, out 
ot 2,688 students in twenty-eight 
Colleges, six hundred and ninety 
three, or twenty six per cent 
were professedly pious. Returns 
were obtained in 1850 from SO 
Colleges, with 4, 588 students, ef 
which 1,727, or 88 per cent, were 
religious ; in 1873, in » smaller 


